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FALL 1990
THE DIRECTOR’S CORNER

by Robert Lawry

LEGACIES

"The evil that men do, lives after them.
The good is oft interred with their bones."
Shakespeare, Julius Caesar,
III, ii, 81-82
Metre Antony's words drip with irony.
He knows no one will forget the good
Caesar did, nor the goods he left behind.
His own funeral oration will assure that.
Whipping the crowd to a frenzy with
reminders of their slain leader's virtues,
Antony transforms them from crowd to
mob with the recitation of Caesar's last
will and testament.
Not only did he
leave
75
drachmas
to
every
Roman
citizen, but also his
"... walks
His private surbors, and new planted
orchards.
On this side Tiber; he hath left
them you.
And to your heirs for ever - common
pleasures,
To walk abroad, and recreate
yourselves."
Truly, "Here was a Caesar!
When comes
such another?"
And with these words
ringing in their ears, the citizens "fetch
fire" to burn "the traitors' houses."
Meanwhile, Antony shdes away, content
the "mischief" is afoot, and more than
content to let it take "what course" it
will.
Thus, ordinary legacies.
As with
the
more
complicated
history
that
undergirts the Shakesperian fiction, there

is a bewildering mix of good and evil
connected to the disposition of material
wealth.
So,
it
is
not
altogether
inappropriate that we think of other
possibilities
for
leaving
behind
us
something of value.
In sorting through
some old files this past summer,
I
chanced upon one such possibility. What I
found was a copy of an "ethical will,"
written by a prominent American Rabbi,
Jacob Weinstein. According to the rabbi,
an "ethical will" is a companion document
to the "legal testament."
Although the
preparation of such a document was an
"ancient custom," the rabbi hesitated to
follow the custom at first, because, as a
good modern man (he died in 1974), Rabbi
Weinstein did not want to impose his
will upon his children.
But, as is plain
from the document itself, an ethical will
is not at all like the imposition of the
paternal will upon sons and daughters. An
ethical will is an invitation to reflect
with the author upon what is most
valuable, most permanent, most vital in
Ufe.
Here is part of what Rabbi
Weinstein wrote to his children in his
ethical will;
"The attrition of the tradition (of
Judeiism) is evident - there is real
danger it will disappear in your
children's hves. I would consider
this an affront to the principle of

continuity and a loss of a fine
family resource. I know I cannot
impose my values and judgments on
you, but I can and do request that
you do not let this heritage go by
default but that you do study it,
participate in it, and make your
decision on the basis of knowledge
as well as sentiment. You will
find that it may be a very real help
in holding you together as a
family."

once in a while in the newspaper. Often
the money involved is considerably more
that the 20
dollars involved in my
father's recent adventure. Nevertheless I
have a hundred similar Little stories that
I bore witness to,
will-nilly, as I was
growing up. Honesty was my father's very
particular legacy to each of his four
sons.
It is that fact, that it was my
father, daily, doing the honest thing in
my presence that makes it his legacy to
me.

As a good rabbi, Jacob Weinstein was
asking that his family consider his own
life
lived
within
a
rich
religious
tradition; but many people today do not
live as consciously and deliberately as
(persumably) Rabbi Weinstein did within
such
a
tradition.
What
other
possibilities are there?
Well, one such
possibility is the heroes we admire.
During the recent Fall Convocation at
CWRU, President Agnar Pytte brought
some tears to the eyes of many in his
audience as he unabashedly paid homage to
the
late
Andrei
Sakharov,
both
as
scientist and humanitarian.
It was quite
evident that here was a model every
scientist/citizen could strive to emulate.
But it took the saying of it by President
Pytte to make it part of his own legacy
to this University
conmunity.
So an
ethical will does not even have to be left
with our final papers; it may be passed
on in living speech, through the stories
of admirable men and women.

So the story of a bone-fide hero
(Sakharov) can be a legacy; if it is told
from the heart by one who genuinely
admires.
Or a legacy is a father's
conduct, in the little things of life,
over
the
years,
as
they
impress
themselves upon a child's sensibility.
Or a legacy can be the reference to one's
own tradition, written in words, lived
through a lifetime of practices.

It may also be passed on through
conduct.
In fact there is no doubt it is
conduct that carries the legacy through to
and from most of us, not only from
parent to child and teacher to student,
but also co-worker to co-worker, neighbor
to neighbor, friend to friend.
If I have
not yet committed any grand thefts in my
life, it is partly because my father is
the most scrupulously honest man I ever
met.
Recently, in his 80th year, he
cashed a check at the local bank and
walked away with an extra 20 dollar bill
stuck to another bill.
He discovered the
error upon reaching home.
So he simply
got back into his car and returned the
hill to a grateful and astonished teller.
We read stories of honesty like that every

"And if I was, who would know
it?" the young man snaps back.

There may be one more way.
it the way of hope.

I call

In Robert Bolt's play, A Man For
All Seasons, Thomas More urges a young
man to forsake the quest for political
office.
"Why not be a teacher?" More
says.
"You'd be a fine teacher.
Perhaps even a great one."

"You," More replies with
confidence; "your pupils, your
friends, God. Not a bad public,
that."
It is not a bad public; but we lack
More's faith.
The good that I do may
not be appreciated by the pupils, may not
be fathomed by the otherwise occupied
friends, and, of course, God doesn't often
say much on these matters
directly.
That leaves "you." You and me. And we
are not sure.
If I could leave them 75
drachmas and "new planted orchards," then
they will see what good I have done. Ah,

but there's the rub.
There is a great
difference between leaving some good
behind, and having the legatees so full of
gratitide they'U take up torches for you
to burn down your enemies' houses. The
first is gift; the second, narcissism.
Remember
Rabbi
Weinstein's
example.
He offered his own values and asked that
they be given some thought, some study
perhaps.
In an ethical will we do not
leave behind goods like drachmas and
orchards, but some belief we have in the
good - what is good for those left behind.
In the truest sense, we do not even own
these legacies. We are but conduits and
messengers.
And what is important in
passing on something you love to someone

you love is the gift itself, not being
appreciated as the giver. Yet if it works
right, you do become part of the gift,
whether you know it or not.
So I shall
never think of the life of scientific
labor and the heroic struggle for human
rights that was Sakharov without thinking
of
Pytte.
I
am
certain
Rabbi
Weinstein's children conceive of their
Judaism, in part, as that which was lived
by their father.
I know this because I
cannot think of the virtue of honesty
without thinking of my own father.
I am now thinking of drafting my
own ethical will.
In writing this to you,
have I already begun?

Symposium:
"CONTEMPORARY ISSUES IN BIOETHICS," is presented by the
Department of Medicine, CWRU School of Medicine and St. Luke's Hospital.
The
symposium is being held on Friday, October 19, 1990, at the Harley Hotel-Cleveland
South.
For more information contact Sharon Darkovich, R.N. at 368-7799.
Continuing
education credits are available.

**************
A symposium on "FAMILY CAREGIVING ACROSS THE LIFESPAN," wiU be held on
Monday k Tuesday, October 22 k 23, 1990.
The program features thirteen nationaUy
known specialists.
Location:
Sheraton Hotel, Cleveland City Center.
For further
mformation contact May L. Wykle, Director, University Center on Aging and Health
CWRU. Telephone (216) 368-2692. Continuing education credits are available.

(OVER)

News & Notes Continued

Workshop;
"FINDING AND USING YOUR PERSONAL POWER," a workshop with
Dixie Benshoff and Nancy Gabalac, is being held on Tuesday & Wednesday, October 30 4
31, 1990.
This session identifies personal behaviors and responses that help one to
achieve objectives and increase cooperation.
The program is being held in the Spartan
Room, Thwihg Center, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., $135.00.
The workshop is co-sponsored
by MSASS Continuing Education Program and the Mandel Center for Nonprofit
Organizations. Continuing education clock hours available. Call (216) 368-2273.

Conference:
"WOMEN AND ECONOMIC JUSTICE," this ecumenical event will help
raise people's consciousness concerning the plight of women and children in our society,
regarding the biblical basis for action and empowerment of women and children, economic
justice for women, and legislative action to correct injustices.
Presenters for this
conference will be:
Mary Jane Patterson, former Director of the Washington Office for
the Social Justice and Peacemeking Unit, and long-time advocate for the rights of women
and children.
Dr. Claudia Coulton, Professor and Director of the Poverty Center at
CWRU's Mandel School of Applied Social Science, will share data regarding the
situation of women and children in the states of Michigan and Ohio.
The conference
will include workshops and on-site visits to community projects and agencies.
The
conference is being held on Thursday & Friday, November 1 4 2, 1990 at the Jesuit
Retreat House, located at 5629 State Road, Cleveland, Ohio.
Fee for the conference,
which includes housing, meals, and conferece materials, is $40.
For more information
call: Synod of the Covenant, 1-800-848-1030.
lit*************

Workshop;
MSASS Continuing Education Program sponsors "COMPASSIONATE
COMMUNICATION," a workshop with Marshall Rosenberg.
This session demonstrates a
model for communication that can be taught to youths and adults to improve personal and
professional communication skills.
Friday, November 2, 1990, Thwing Center, Spartan
Room, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., $75.
Continuing education clock hours availavle.
Call
(216) 368-2273.

Conference;
"SUBSTANCE ABUSE AND PREGNANCY;
MEDICAL, LEGAL AND
ETHICAL ISSUES," is being presented by the Department of Pediatrics, CWRU School of
Medicine and MetroHealth Medical Center.
Date:
Friday, November 30, 1990.
Location;
Cleveland Hilton South, Independence, Ohio.
For more information contact
Mary Ann Zankofski at (216) 459-5536.

Consortium:
"BEYOND COMPLIANCE;
SUBSTANCE ABUSE ISSUES IN HIGHER
EDUCATION," is sponsored by the Inter-University Council (lUC) Consortium and hosted
at Wright State University.
The consortium is being held on Thursday 4 Friday,
February 14 4 15, 1991.
For more information write:
Substance Abuse Program, FIPSE
GRANT 122 S.S.W., Wright State University, Dayton, Ohio 45435.

THE 1990 -1991 PROGRAMS
In planning the public programs for the academic year, the
Steering Committee has decided to focus on the theme of ethical
decision-making across a spectrum of significant public policy issues.
Some of the questions we hope to tackle include:
(1) substitute
decision-making in the medical arena# perhaps focusing on the Supreme
Court's ruling in the Cruzan case; (2) affirmative action; (3) art#
obscenity and the role of government; and (4) speech# discrimination
and the university.
At least one of these may be the subject of a
major conference in the spring.
At the moment we are leaning toward a
deeper investigation of government's role and the proper response of
the art and museum communities to the conditioning of federal funding
upon an obscenity test.
Be on the look-out for announcements.
Join us if you can.
If
you want to be more involved in the planning or execution of programs#
call Kimberli Diemert at 368-5349.

MEET THE CENTER’S STEERING COMMITTEE
We would like our members to "meet" the Center's Steering Committee. The Committee is
composed of a group of very dedicated men and women who are trying very hard to make the
Center's activities relevant to its members. The Steering Committee members cure:
Darlyne Bailey, Professor of Social Work at the Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences.
Susan Bliss, Nurse practitioner at University Hospitals and a graduate of the School
of Nursing.
HoUy Brooks, a graduate of CWRU School of Law.
Robert Clarke, Emeritus Director of the Center.
Patrick Deese, Assistant Dean of Student Affairs, CWRU.
Kimberli Diemert, the Center's administrative assistant and a CWRU graduate student.
Susan Kuznik, Adjunct Professor of Business at Baldwin-WaUace College and Assistant Director
of the Paragon Center.
Robert Lawry, Director of the Center and Professor of Law at CWRU.
Herk Rauzi, a practicing attorney in Cleveland and a recent graduate of the Law School.
Marvin Rosenberg, Professor of Social Work at Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences.
Wendy Rosett, a recent graduate from CWRU School of Law.
Jes Sellers, Director of University Counseling Services, CWRU.
Becky Snider, Nurse practioner and a former student at School of Nursing.
Chris Thompson, a third year student in the School of Law.
Laurie Zelman, Director of the International Student Services, CWRU.

“DOING ETHICS!”

HEINZ’S MORAL DILEMMA

In Europe, a woman was near death from a special kind of
cancer.
There was one drug that the doctors thought might save
her.
It was a form of radium that a druggist in the same town
had recently discovered.
The drug was expensive to make, but the
druggist was charging ten times what the drug cost to make.
He
paid $200 for the radium and charged $2,000 for a small dose of
the drug.
The sick woman's husband, Heinz, went to everyone he
knew to borrow the money, but he could only get together about
$1,000, which was half of what it cost.
He told the druggist
that his wife was dying, and asked him to sell it cheaper or let
him pay later.
But the druggist said, "No, I discovered the drug
and I'm going to make money from it."
So Heinz got desperate and
began to think about breaking into the man's store to steal the
drug for his wife.
Should Heinz steal the drug?
Does it make a difference
whether Heinz is stealing for himself or doing this solely to
help someone else?
Does the druggist's rights to his invention
have to be respected?

COMMENTS ON “HEINZ’S MORAL DILEMMA”
by Celeste Billhartz
Heinz wants to control
life
and death.
His wife
dying.
Heintz
is wasting these precious
hours of her life and his quality
of life with her, by adding stress
and being angry.
Instead of trying
to change the druggist's mind and
living with himself as a thief,
Heinz has another way to live.
He can take his $1,000 and buy
a supply of PCA (Patient Controlled
Analgesia) through a compassionate,
non
ego-bound
physician
or
druggist.
This device would allow
his
wife
to
regulate
her
own
analgesia,
thus
being pain-free.
They can have time
to focus on
their gifts of life, prepare for
her death, and pray for forgiveness
and love to enter the heart of the
druggist.
Heinz
can
also

continue to ask for donations for
future supplies of PCA.
Although
his wife
near death,
a more
peaceful and a more accepting home
life will likely present her with a
climate that supports her leaving
when she is ready to let go.
She
could
die
peacefully
and
leave
sooner if she didn't feel obligated
to help her husband with his rather
self-centered, but understandable,
need to control what is beyond his
control.
Heinz should not steal
the drug and the druggist should
switch
products
so he
can
live
without the fear that underlies his
greed.
(Celeste
Billhartz
has
been
a
member of the Center since 1987.
She
is
employed at
the
Portage
Lakes
Joint
Vocational
School
District in Greensburg, Ohio.)

Below is this issue's "Ethics Case" for you to solve.
In a
following issue of the Newsletter the "best answer will be published
along with a new case. Please send your responses to: The Center for
Professional Ethics# 233 Yost Hall# CWRU# Cleveland# Ohio 44106. Good
Luck!

ETHICS IN THE MILITARY: CONFIDENTIALITY

In wartime soldiers are under enormous pressure. Sometime - rarely we hope - they
succomb to the forces around them and commit acts of carnage, atrocities like the
massacre at My Lai.
When a chaplain hears a soldier's confession and the soldier tells
him of an atrocity, is the chaplain required to keep that confidence?
Or do the
interests of military justice take precedence?
The Hypothetical Case:
Six American soldiers have been seized by villagers and are being held somewhere in
the area.
Our unit seizes several soldiers reliably identified as guerrilla fighters of
the same group.
They probably know where the prisoners are.
Attempts to get
information about the Americans has been futile.
Later that evening our unit hears
rumors that all the captured Americans were killed.
Another attempt to get information
from these people suspected of killing Americans is made.
No techniques of torture
were used.
However, a lieutenant, in company with an enlisted man, has taken it upon
himself to shoot the captured villagers, or guerrillas, one after another, until they
agree to tell him what he wants to know.
All the victims are shot, so there are no sure witnesses, at least not in the
immediate area.
Lieutenant and private return to camp.
The private (GI Joe),
terrified at the events in which he has played a part, seeks out the chaplain, and asks to
go to confession.
He tells the whole story to Chaplain Tatum.
Will the Lord forgive
him?
"Certainly," Tatum assures him, "but you must go at once to the military
authorities and turn yourself in and tell them this story, for this is a serious violation
of the Rules of Land Warfare."
Joe finds those instructions much too difficult to
follow, and fades back into the camp.
Now what is Tatum's responsibility? Should he
go to the authorities?
General Scowcroft, who is in charge of the base, is worried about the rumors of a
nasty incident, in which innocent civilians were shot.
He has reason to believe that
Chaplain Tatum knows something about the incident.
Should he approach Tatum and ask
for information?
And should he remind Tatum that part of penance is the obligation to
set the situation right, and that he shouldn't tell a penitent that God will forgive him
if he won't set it right?
What if General Scowcroft overhears the confession?
Should
Scowcroft use the information at a court-martial?
Another question arises:
Can the institution itself (the Army) live with what the
lieutenant did?
Can the institution survive, and command the allegiance of the next
generation?
c

Adapted from Ethics in America Text/Study Guide by Lisa H. Newton, Prentice
Hall, Englewood Cliffs, NJ, 1988.
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Center for Professional Ethics
MEMBERSHIP

Name______________________________________________
Address____________________________________________
City_______________________ State____________ Zip____
Phone_____________________

School_____________

General Membership $25______

Student Membership $5

Please make checks payable to Case Western Reserve University.
Mail to; Center for Professional Ethics
#233 Yost Hall
Case Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

